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BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . FOLLOWING FRONT PAGE HEADLINE ARTICLE APPEARED IN FEBRUARY 27 
EDITION RAND DAILY MAIL: QUOTE: CUT SA TIES, SAYS TOP US UNIONIST: 
AMERICA'S TOP TRADE UNIONIST, MR. GEORGE MEANY HAS THROWN HIS 
WEIGHT BEHIND GROWING PRESSURES ON THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION TO 
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SEVER DIPLOMATIC TIES WITH SOUTH AFRICA. 

MR. MEANY, UNTIL NOW RELUCTANT TO SUPPORT A SPECIFIC PROGRAM OF 
ACTION AGAINS APARTHEID, MADE HIS CALL AT THE WEEKEND AFTER A 
SPEECH TO AN AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR (AFL) CONVENTION BY 
THE BANNED AND SELF-EXILED SOUTH AFRICAN NEWSPAPER EDITOR, MR. 
DONALD WOODS. 
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THE CONSERVATIVE PRESIDENT OF THE POWERFUL AFL GAVE NOTICE THAT 
HIS ORGANIZATION WILT. CALL ON THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION TO: 

—HALT ALL EXPORT-IMPORT BANK INSURANCE, CREDITS AND LOAN 
GUARANTEES THAT PROMOTE THE FLOW OF CAPITAL AND TRADE WITH SOUTH 
AFRICA. 

—START SEVERING DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND 
PRETORIA. 

—HALT ALL PARTICIPATION IN "SOCIAL, CULTURAL, ATHLETIC 
AND OTHER ACTIVITIES" WITH S.A. 

—SUPPORT UNITED NATIONS "DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS" AGAINST S.A. 

BUT THE AGEING TRADE UNIONIST WHO HAS RULED AMERICAN LABOR WITH 
AN IRON FIST FOR MORE THAN A QUARTER OF A CENTURY, APPEARS TO 
HAVE RESISTED A YEAR-LONG INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERATION OF FREE 
TRADE UNIONS (ICFTU) LOBBY TO ENLIST HIS SUPPORT FOR A WORLD-WIDE 
BOYCOTT AGAINST HANDLING OF S.A. GOODS. 

CONDEMNING APARTHEID AND CALLING ON THE US TO TAKE THE LEAD IN 
HELPING TO END THE "VICIOUS POLICY," HE MADE NO MENTION OF THE 
CURRENT ICFTU CAMPAIGN TO ENFORCE A BOYCOTT. 

"THE OPPRESSION IN SOUTH AFRICA MUST BE VIEWED WITH PARTICULAR 
ALARM SINCE IT IS COMMITTED UNDER THE GUISE OF PARLIAMENTARY 
DEMOCRACY," MR. MEANY SAID. 

HE AND MR. WOODS ALSO HELD A PRIVATE MEETING. LABOR OFFICIALS 
SAID THEY STRUCK UP A WARM FRIENDSHIP. 

LAST NIGHT THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, MR. PIK BOTHA, 

DECLINED TO COMMENT ON MR. MEANY'S STAND. 

BUT THE MINISTER OF LABOR, MR. S.P. BOTHA, INDICATED THE 
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GOVERNMENT WAS ATTEMPTING TO ESTABLISH DIRECT LINKS WITH THE 
INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNION MOVEMENT. 

"WE ARE AIMING AT A DIRECT SAY ON THE INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNION 
FRONT SO THAT MISCONCEPTIONS CAN BE CLEARED OUT OF THE WAY," 

MR. BOTHA SAID. "I BELIEVE THIS EFFORT WILL BE WORTH WHILE. 

STEPS TAKEN RECENTLY HAVE ALREADY BORNE FRUIT." 

DECLINING TO ELABORATE ON THE STEPS, MR. BOTHA SAID HE HAD 
BEEN AWARE THAT THE AFL MET IN LOSANGELES LAST WEEK TO CONSIDER 
STEPS AGAINST S.A. AND SUPPORT ICFTU MOVES AGAINST THE REPUBLIC. 
OTHER SOURCES CONNECTED WITH THE GOVERNMENT'S ATTEMPTS TO STAVE 
OFF INTERNATIONAL TRADE UNION ACTION, INDICATED LAST NIGHT MR. 
MEANY HAD MERELY BACKED EXISTING STEPS THAT WERE ALREADY BEING 
TAKEN AGAINST THE COUNTRY IN ONE FORM OR ANOTHER. 

RELIEVED THAT MR. MEANY HAD AVOIDED SUPPORT OF A BOYCOTT AGAINST 
THE HANDLING OF S.A. GOODS, THE SOURCES WARNED THE AMERICAN 
LABOR LEADER'S STAND WOULD PROBABLY ENCOURAGE THE US CONGRESS TO 
TAKE A HARDER LINE AGAINST APARTHEID. 

THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE TRADE UNION COUNCIL OF SOUTH AFRICA, 
MR. ARTHUR GROBBELAAR, SAID LAST NIGHT HE HAD SENT A CABLE TO 
MR. MEANY SEVERAL WEEKS AGO REPEATING TUCSA'S OPPOSITION TO 
SANCTIONS. 

BUT HE WARNED THAT ALTHOUGH AN ICFTU ATTEMPT TO IMPOSE A WEEK- 
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LONG BOYCOTT LAST YEAR HAD FAILED, A SIMILAR BOYCOTT COULD BE 
"ON THE CARDS" THIS YEAR. END QUOTE. END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

2. COMMENT: THE IMPORTANCE OF PRESSURE BY THE INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE UNION MOVEMENT, AS WELL AS FOREIGN INVESTORS, IS VERY GREAT. 
WITHOUT SUCH PRESSURES, IT IS DOUBTFUL THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERN- 
MENT WOULD HOLD OUT AS MUCH PROMISE OF TRADE UNION RIGHTS FOR 
BLACK WORKERS. AMENDMENTS TO THE INDUSTRIAL CONCILIATION ACT, TO 
INCLUDE BLACK WORKERS WITHIN THE DEFINITION OF "EMPLOYEE" AND 
THEREBY GIVE THEM ACCESS TO REGISTERED TRADE UNIONISM AND THE 
CONCILIATION MACHINERY, HAD BEEN PROMISED FOR AS EARLY AS NEXT 
MONTH. MINISTER OF LABOR BOTHA REPORTEDLY SAID OVER THE WEEKEND, 
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HOWEVER, THAT THE REPORT OF THE WIEHAHN COMMISSION ON LABOR 
REFORM IS NOW NOT EXPECTED UNTIL THE END OF THE YEAR AND NO MAJOR 
LABOR LEGISLATION WILL BE TABLED DURING THE PRESENT SESSION OF 
PARLIAMENT. END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
JOHNSON 
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